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5 MATTHEW xxiv. 3 
Aud theſ ſhall go orhiy into everlaſti ng puniſhment : but 


_ the righteous into life eternal. 


each of us 8 will ſoon be fixed, is a truth which moſt 
men profeſz to believe. But if we Jook at the acti- 
ons of moſt men, and theſe ſpeak louder than their 
words, we are forced to ſay with the ſeripture .. all 


men have not faith.“ A true belief of an eternal 
hell, and an eternal heaven, cannot fail to make us fly 


from the one, and endeavour to ſecure the other. 
But even where we may hope there is a ſettled belief 
of theſe things, it muſt be owned, that through the 


cares and labours, or pleaſures of life, they do not 


make ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon us as they ought, 
nor are we ſo diligent in our preparation for eternity 
as we ſhould be. It will be therefore profitable for 
us to conſider thoſe two ſtates of hell and heaven, 
which are ſpoken of in the text; which tells us what 
will be the immediate conſequence of- the ſentences 
which Chriſt, the great Judge of quick and dead, ſhall 
pronounce on all mankind, at the great day. To 
thaſe on his right hand he will ſay, Come, ye bleſ- 
fed; -” to thoſe on his left, Go, ye curſed.” The 
ſentence will be no ſooner pronounced than' executed, 


++ Theſe laſt fhail go away into everiaſting [Hoon | 


ment, but the righteous into life eternal. 5 
The very word Eternity ought to fix our attention 


on this great ſubject, 0 that it may have as good an 


3 | 


HAT there are two eternal ſtates, the one of ap- 
pineſs, and the other of mifery, in one of which 


L 


t 4 : : 
effea upon every perſon here, as it bad upon a 1 | 


of whom the following ſtory is related by ſeveral au- 
thors. A lady, who was fond of gaiety, ſpent the 


whole afternoon and evening, with a party at cards; 


and other vain amuſements; and returning home, 
late at night, found her waiting maid diligently read- 
ing a religious book. Happening to look over her 
ſhoulder, ſhe faw what it was, and ſaid, Poor melan- 
choly ſou], why doſt thou fit here ſo long poring upon 


thy book? After this ſhe retired to bed, Sigg could not 


ſleep: the lay ſighing and weeping for ſeveral hours; 


being repeatedly aſked by her ſervant what was the 


matter, ſhe burſt into tears, and ſaid—O, it was one 
word that-I ſaw in your book that troubles me ; there 
I ſaw. that word Eternity, God grant, my friends, 
that we may now ſo conſider eternity, that the word 
may not be a trouble to us, but a pleaſure | In order 
to this, we muſt, Zirf, Conſider the ſeripture account 


of heil; that ſo we may eſcape, it; and, Secondly, The _ 


ſcripture. account of heaven, that ſo we may be put 


"= ſeeking it, 


Firſt, then, let us turn our thoughts to the account 


| that the word of God gives us of hell. Itis true, it 
is an awful ſuhject, and wicked men do not love to 
hear of it: but if they cannot bear to hear of it, how 

will they be able to endure it? Our Saviour, in the 


text, calls it Everlaſting puniſhment. 

It is puniſhment. Now puniſhment is a pain inflicted 
on account of the breaking ſome law. Hell is the pri- 
ſon where the breakers of God? s law will be contined 
and punithed. God has made known his will in the 


ten commandments. Theſe require us to love and 
£ ſerve him ; but being fallen creatures; and unable of 
ourſelves to do it aright, he has allo given us his gol- 


pel. 


5 1 4 . 3 
pe”. | Herein Chriſt is ſet forth as an all- fuflicient Sa- 
viour; able and willing to ſave us from the guilt al- 
ready conratied? by our fins; and to renew and ſane- 
tify us, that we may comply with his will, and ſerve 
him acceptably. This is certainly our reaſonable ſer- 


vice. But the ſinner refuſes it. He is ſo ſtrongly 


bound with the cords of his fins, ſo in love with the 
juſts of the fleſh, ſo beſotted with the love of the 
world, that he perſiſts 3 in his fin, notwithſtanding the 


warnings of God; and neglects ſalvation, though a 


thouſand times invited and intreated. Thus he lives 
and thus he dies. What muſt be the conſequence'? 


God is juſt, as well as merciful. His laws cannot be 


_ diſpenſed with. The ſinner has no room to com- 
plain. He was warned; he was intreated; but he 
choſe the ways of ſin, ind now he muſt take 'the Was 
ges; for the wages of fin is death.” Not the death 
of the body only, for good men as well as bad men 
die ; but the ſecond death, the death of the ſoul, in its 


everlaſting ſeparation, from God, the fountain of life : 


and happineſs. 
This is the import of that awful EA depart. In 
the preſent world, whether men know it or not, all 


their comfort los from his favour. God i is the chief 


| good, and the ſource of all the good in the world. 
It is he who has made creatures what they are. It is 


- his. ſun which fills the world with light ; it is his 
power by which man ſubſiſts, and enjoys his ſenſes | 
and his health. It is from his creatures we get our 


food and raiment ; and though wicked men forget 


Ged in all their mercies, they are nevertheleſs from 
O him, and in their proper tendency lead to him, 
for 5 the goodneſs of God leadeth us to repent- 


znce.“ But in hell, all theſe comforts will be with- 


drawn. c 
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drawn. They did not anſwer their purpoſe to foften 


the hard and rebellious heart to obedience ; and now, 


the ſeaſon of trial, and the day of grace being over, 
there is no end for which they ſhould be continued. 
But it is not the loſs of bodily comforts only that 


the damned muſt ſuſtain ; they. mult for ever loſe the 


infinite pleaſures that the redeemed will enjoy in the 


preſence of Chriſt, and in the ſociety of the bleſſed. 
This indeed they do not value now; but they will 
then. They will then plainly ſee that heaven itſelt 
conſiſts in the preſence and favour of God. They will 
have a tormenting proſpect of the happineſs of others: 

| fo Dives, in the parable, is repreſented. as ſeeing ** A- 


braham afar off, and Lazarus in his boſom : > and 
this will aggravate their miſery, as it would that of a 
man periſhing for hunger, to ſee others feaſting; or, 

as our Lord expreſſes it, Luke xv. 28. There {hall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, when ye ſhall ſee 


Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in 
the kingdom of God, and you yourſelves thruſt out.” 


The puniſhment of 4% is not all; there is the pu- 
niſhment of ſenſe likewiſe ; hell is not only the loſs of 
happineſs, but it is the ſenſe and feeling of the moſt 
exquiſite ſufferings. Take an account of it from the 
lips of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ; ſpeaking of hell, he ſays, 
„Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 


_ quenched.” This is the deſcription he gives of it o- 
ver and over again, in Mark ix. By © the worm that 


dieth not,” pl coma, underſtood the gnawings of a 


guilty conſcience; or that painful remor/e which ſin- 
ners will feel, when they remember the ſin and folly 


which brought them to hell. Thus, in the parable, 


Abraham ſpeaks to Dives, and ſays, * Son, remem- 


ber, that thou, in thy life Ron receivediſt thy good 
things. . 
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Memory will be a dreadful ſource'of miſery. Poor 


Nane will remember the good inſtructions they re- 
ceived from their parents, the faithful ſermons they 
heard from their miniſters, the ſolemn admonitions 
they had from their own conſeiences. They will re- 
member what ſabbaths they miſpent, what mereies 
they abuſed, what judgments they ſlighted. They 
will remember with what contempt they treated ſeri- 


ous piety ; and in vain will they wiſh to be in the 
place of thoſe they once deſpiſed, It will be intolera- 


ble for them to refle& on their folly in parting with 
heaven for ſuch wretched trifles. How deſpicably 
ſmall will the pleaſures of fin then appear to them. 
They will not be able to bear themſelves, when they 
think for what they have loſt God; and heaven, and 
their fouls. And this will fill them with the moſt 
horrid rage and fury. They will be inwardly racked 
with envy, hatred, and reſentment againſt God, a- 
gainſt themſelves, againſt their e ee hw the 


companions. of their ſins. 
But beſides this inward torment, or the worm 


that never dies,” there will be outward torment, or, 
«© the fire that is never quenched. The nature of 


this fire, or the place where it is, are matters of fool- 


[ith curiofity: our buſineſs is, not to amuſe ourſelves 
with queſtions about it, but take care to avoid it. 
God, who ſuftained the companions. of Daniel in a 
hot furnace, ſo that they were not ſcorched, can eaſily 


ſupport life in the buraings of hell. The wrath of 


God, who, as an avenger of fin, is “ a conſuming. 
tire,” is the hell of hell: and“ who can tell the pow- 
er of his anger o Our utmoſt fears of it come ſhort 
of the truth. A ſpark of this fire in a guilty conſei- 

Elice is is intolerable, er wounded ſpirit who can 
; — bear !“! 


drinketh up my ſpirit: 
ſelves in array againſt me.“ 
What will terribly add to the greatneſs of theſe ſuf- 


t % 


bear !” Job, in his affliction, cried, © The arrows of 
the Almighty are within me, the poiſon whereof 
the terrors of God ſet them- 


ferings i is, that they are without any intermiſſion, or 
mitigation. In the greateſt miſeries of this life, God 

is graciouſly pleaſed to allow ſome intervals of reſt 
but of thoſe in hell it is ſaid, Rev. xiv. 11. They 


have no reſt day nor night.” Think of this, you 
ho never ceaſe from fin, but do evil day and night; 
W damned have no reſt from their torment. 


This, my friends, is a very ſhort and ſlight 1 


os the ſcriptures of truth, of the dreadful ſuf- 


ferings of miſerable ſinners in hell. And who, in his 


ſenſes, would venture upon ſuch a courſe of life, as muſt 
lead to one hour's ſufferings of this kind? But, O, it is 


not an hour, it is not a day, it is not a week, it is not 
a month, it is not a year, it is not ſeven years, or four- 
teen years, or an hundred years, it is not a thouſand 


years, it is not merely as long as from the foundation 


of the world to this day—O how would the damned 


. rejoice; if ten thouſand years might finiſh their miſeries? 


but it is for ETERNITY. Do you ſtart at the word ? 


It is Chriſt's word. - Chriſt ſays in the text, 8. theſe 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment.” 
do letter-learned men try to reaſon away the ſolemn 
truth, and leſſen the duration of future puniſhment ; 
Chriſt ſays it is eternal; and uſes the very ſame word 
to ſignify an eternal heaven as he does to expreſs an e- 
ternal hell; (for the words are the ſame in the origi- 


In vain 


nal) beſides, it is faid, Rev. xiv. 11. ** The ſmoke of 


_ their torment beagle up for ever and ever;“ and 
our Lord alſo deelares, their worm dieth not, and 


their * is not t quenched. “. 5 
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T remble, ſinner, at the wrath e come.” That 
wrath which is now coming, and. wilt 8 bs here, 


will even then be wrath zo come.” When a mil- 


lion million million years are paſt, it will ſtill be 


cc wrath to come,” becaule it ſhall never have an end! 


O that we could impreſs upon you a laſting idea of 
- eternity ! Suppoſe all the vaſt ocean to be diſtilled by 
ſingle drops, and a thouſand years to paſs between 


every drop; how many millions of years would it 


take to empty it? Suppoſe, the whole world to be 


made up of grains of ſand, and one grain only to be 


taken away in a thouſand years; how many millions 
of years would it take to remove the whole? We 
cannot count how long: yet we may ſuppoſe it might 
be done in a moſt immenſe length of time. Suppoſe 
it done. Suppoſe the ocean emptied, drop by drop. 
Suppoſe the globe reduced, grain by grain, to the laſt 
ſand, But would-eternity be ſpent Would eternity 


be leſſened? No, not at all. It is a whole eternity 
_ © ſtill; and the torments of the damned would be as 


far from an end, as when the reckoning began. A 
. minute bears ſome proportion to a million years ; but 


millions of millions, millions of millions, bear no 


proportion to eternity. 
Sinner, have you reaſon ? Have you common ſenſe ? 


1 you ſelf- love? Summon up your powers then, 


and determine this moment, whether you had beſt go 
on in the ways of fin, for the ſake of your ſhort-lived 
pleaſures, thus to be repaid with everlaſting woe; or 
whether it will not be your wiſdom this moment to 
forſake them, and, by the grace of God, chooſe the 
way that leads to eternal life. 


Before we proceed, ſtop, and take a view of 4s. | 


Will any man but a fool | „% make mock at fin, ” when 


he | 
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he ſees what | its wages are? Is that „ madman who 
caſteth about arrows, firebrands, and death, and faith, 
Am I not in ſport ?” He is ten thouſand times more 
mad, who ſports with fin, and laughs at that which 
fills hell with groans and tears. Be perſuaded not to 
trifle, as many do, with the names of hell and dam- 
nation, Many, who cannot bear to hear theſe in a 
ſermon, uſe them in a Jeſting manner, in their com- 
mon diſcourſe. This is one of Satan's ways to ruin 
fouls, «People ſport with theſe things, till they forget 
their importance, and find, too HO; that they are ſe- 
rious matters, | 


«© Who laughs at ſin, laughs at his Maker's frowns 
Laughs at the ſword of juſtice o'er his head; 
Laughs at the dear Redeemer's tears and wounds, 
Who but for fin, had never groan'd nor bled !”? 


Awake then, thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 
the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light.” F ly, fin- 
ner, from i the wrath to come.” * Eſcape for thy 


life, look not behind thee, tarry not in all the plain, 


leſt thou be conſumed.” . Think, what a miſerable 
ſoul in hell would give to be in thy preſent ſituation. 
Think, how hell would reſound with joy, could the 
good news of ſalvation be preached to loſt ſouls. Well, 

dirs, they are preached to you. This day is ſalvation ? 
come to this houſe. As yet, there is hope. Chriſt 
came to deliver from the wrath to come. It may 
be, you were brought there at this time, for the very 


purpoſe of being warned to fly to the refuge. Chriſt 


is a mighty Saviour. Nothing is too hard for him. 
Come then, for all things are ready.” If God has 
made you willing, depend upon it he will make you 
welcome. Who can tell ! inſtead of being fuel for 
everlaſting burnings, it may be ſaid of you“ Is not 


| this a brand A out of the fire?“ - 


"Sa 1 


We now gladly turn to the more pleaſing part of 


our text but the righteous into life eternal. 
Who are the rightequs ? There is none righte- 
ous” upon earth, ſaith the ſcripture, % no not one” 
—that is, in himſelf : a righteous man, and a ſinner, 
are two contraries; to be righteous, is to keep the 
law perfectly, which no mere man ever did; and no 
fallen man can; for all have ſinned :” fin being © the 
tranſgreſſion of the law.“ How then can any man, 
being a ſinner, become righteous? There is but one 
way. It is by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, put to the 
account of an unrighteous man. This righteouſneſs 
Chriſt wrought out by his perfect obedience to the 
law. This righteouſneſs is held out in the goſpel; 
and when a anger is convinced that he wants it, and 
muſt periſh without it, he comes to God for it; God 
gives it him; be receives it by faith, puts it on, wears 


it, lives and dies i in it, and being found in Chriſt,” 
he is admitted, in this wedding n, to the mar- 


| riage ſupper of the Lamb. 
Tue perſons called * righteous” in the text, had 


thus put on Chriſt; and the faith whereby they did 
ſo, wrought by lane. The, context ſhews how their 


faith wrought by works: they loved the members of 
Chriſt for Chriſt's ſake, and ſhewed their love to 
him, by helping them in their aflictions. Theſe are 
the perſons who go into life eternal. 


hat is heaven? A carnal man can have no idea of | 


| it. It is not a mahometan paradiſe, where the luſts 
of the fleſh may be indulged. No, * life and im- 


mortality are brought to light by the goſpel;“ and, 


there, we find, it conſiſts in a complete deliverance 
from all the evils of the preſent ſtate ; and in the en- 
joyment of all that can render the ſoul perfectly and 
tor ever happy. 


Ta 
| Need we be told that * man is born to trouble? 
This is our ſad, and only certain, inheritance ; ming- 


led indeed, with a thouſand undeſerved mercies. But 


all the Griuwe ef 4 believer ſhall ceaſe at his death. 
No more exceſſive labour and fatigue. No pinching 
want and poverty. No painful, irkſome, loathſome 
diſeaſes. The inhabitant of heaven ſhall not ſay, 1 
am ſick,” Nor ſhall any of the numberleſs ſorrows 


of mind we now feel, follow us to glory. We ſhall 


not ſuffer in our own perſons, nor ſhall we ſuffer in, 
or by, our relations and friends. We ſhall * drop 
ce the body of ſin” in the duſt; and we ſhall no 


more be the grieved ſpectators of fin in the world. 


e God ſhall wipe away all tears from our eyes; and 


there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor cry- 


ing, neither ſhall there be any more pain, for the for- 
mer things are paſſed away.” Rev. xxi. 4. 

But this is not all. Our knowledge, which is now 
ſo very ſmall, ſhall be wonderfully increaſed. It is e- 
ternal life to know God ; but O, how little do we now 


| know of him! but © the pure in heart ſhall ſee God,” 


and know, in a moment, more than all the learned 
could attain in many years. But the heaven of hea- 
yen will be, the preſence of Chriſt, being with Chriſt, 
and beholding his glory. This is what Chriſt, as 
Mediator, prayed for in behalf of his diſciples. This 
is what Paul longed for, and wiſhed to depart to en- 
joy. And what will render the viſion of Chriſt ſo 
very excellent is, that «we ſhall be like him, when 


we ſee him as he is.” Even our bodies, when raiſed 
from the dead, ſhall be made like unto his glorious. 


body. Add to this another moſt deſirable bleſſing, 
The conſtant company of the ſaints. Believers ſhall 
fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob ; with the 
e and apoſtles; and with all the redeemed of 
every 
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every nation. The employment of glorified ſouls will 
be the ſame, only in a far ſuperior degree, as they de- 
lighted in on earth. But what tongue can tell, what 


heart can conceive, what God has prepared for them 


that love him; we muſt die to know what heaven is. 


Suffice it, for the preſent, that it is perfect happineſs, 
0 ny to the children of God, and that it * eternal. 1 


APPLICATION. | 
What can be faid to engage our regard to religion, 


more than what has now been read to you. Life and 


death, bleſſing and curſing, heaven and hell, have, 


been ſet before you. Surely one thing is needful,” 
even the care of the ſoul. Is there a dreadful hell ? 


Well; we have been warned of the danger, and ad- 
viſed to fly to Jeſus, the only deliverer from the wrath 


to come. Is there a glorious heaven? We are invit- 
ed to ſeek it. There is but one way to heaven, and 
Chriſt is that way. O-what a Saviour is Jeſus? Can 
we, who deſerve hell, avoid it? Ves, glory be to him, 


he ſhed his precious blood to redeem his people from 
it, His perfect righteouſneſs | is the only title to glo- 
ry; and this righteouſneſs is theirs, who believe i in 


him. There. muſt alſo be a fitneſs for this holy ſtate, 
and this is the work of his Spirit. If we are found 


among the redeemed, we owe it to the Father's love, 
the Son's ſalvation, and the Spirit's grace. God grant 


that we may ſo hear his word, at this, and at all 


times, that, mixing faith with it, we may profit there- 
by; and ©* growing up into Chriſt in all things, may 


| ſerve ang enjoy him here, and finally have . an abun- 
daant entrance afforded us into his everlaſting king- 
- dom and glory.” © | 


Now, to the God of our  falvation, Father, Son, 


and Holy Spirit, be univerſal and everlaſting praiſe, 


Amen! * 


